


LOCAL EDUCATION FOUNDATION STORIES
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% Santa Rosa

Supporting Education in Santa Rosa is a grant program that funds innovative
methods to engage students in active learning to increase student achievement.
Engaging students in meaningful hands-on activities that promote understanding
of curriculum is one of the best ways to motivate low-performing students.
Teachers get excited about implementing new approaches to learning. When
teachers are motivated, students get motivated!

% Leon

For their teacher grant program, the Foundation for Leon County Schools
requires that teachers use technology and career education curriculums in their
grant requests, thereby increasing technology proficiency and career-business
skills. Further, while most of the teacher grants focus on low performing
students, teachers in Leon County use collaborative efforts among all levels of
learners so grant dollars can impact entire grades and schools.

% St. Johns

The Horizon/Sunshine Grant Program funds enrichment activities that directly
enhance classroom learning opportunities. Examples of projects include:
teaching history through history at a middle school; and sponsoring an aerospace
summer camp at St. Augustine High.

% Citrus

The Citrus County Education Foundation offered mini grants to teachers or teams
of teachers in all grade levels and subject areas in Citrus County Schools. These
mini grants required the teacher or team of teachers to describe how the project
focused on literacy skills in the classroom to increase student achievement.

% Hillsborough

Hillsborough Reads addresses the critical education needs of at-risk school
communities by providing one-on-one literacy tutors in targeted schools with low
reading scores, and promotes reading confidence and early reading achievement
among students with reading difficulties.

% Brevard

Each year Brevard Public Schools holds Space Week where almost 6,000 public
school sixth grade students travel to Kennedy Space Center. This activity stresses
the new Next Generation Sunshine State Standards for Science that include the
nature of science, energy, force and motion, processes that shape the earth and
the earth and space.

* Lee

The Collegium for the Advancement of Education relates directly to the academic
achievement of low performing students. Helping students self-evaluate and
make responsible choices enables them to hold themselves accountable for the
academic status.

% Palm Beach

The Education Foundation of Palm Beach County supports teacher retention
through its co-sponsorship of the annual Teachers’ Guild professional training
day, a one day conference offering “best practices” workshops to teachers
with an emphasis on reaching early career teachers and offering innovative
techniques and strategies to veteran teachers.
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2008-2009 STATEWIDE STATISTICS

v/ 60 out of 67 school districts have education foundations and 54 are current members of CFEF.
v/ Student membership for 2007-08 was 2,613,683 with 188,277 instructional staff members in Florida’s public schools.
/" In 2008-09 alone, Florida’s local education foundations raised more than $36,518,722 in support of public education.

// Primary areas for support Local Education Foundations Have Invested More Than
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